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 Threadbare (adjective) – (of an idea, argument, excuse, etc) used frequently with no effect/use; 

hackneyed, stereotyped, clichéd, overused, overworked, run-of-the-mill, routine. 

E.g. “Ambiguities in legislation add to existing legal issues. If the legislature passes a law, with clarity 

of thought, foresight and with people’s welfare in mind, the scope for litigation gets minimized. The 

legislature is expected to solicit (ask for) the views of the public and debate the Bills, clause by 

clause, threadbare, before enacting a law,” Chief Justice Ramana said.  

 Shirk (verb) – evade one’s duty/responsibility; neglect one’s duty/responsibility, be remiss, be 

negligent; evade, dodge, avoid, sidestep, run away from, shrink from, shun. 

E.g. As the PM said, the Centre and States need to coordinate better to spur the economy amid 

global tumult (disorder). Singling out a few States to deflect attention from the Centre’s excessive 

reliance on fuel taxes is not the right approach to attain such harmony. Most of all, as high inflation 

will debilitate the recovery’s momentum, shirking corrective action to bolster its revenue kitty 

would be a case of being penny wise and pound foolish. 

 Woolly (adjective) – vague, ill-defined, unclear, imprecise, inexact, indefinite; confused, muddled, 

disorganized. 

E.g. Let us go to the year 1984; the BJP’s two out of 543 seats in the Lok Sabha versus the Congress’s 

Rajiv Gandhi and its 414 seats, which remains unbeaten. It was hard for any political party to rise 

from the ashes of these dimensions. However, the BJP did so, with great help from the woolly 

‘secularism’ of Rajiv Gandhi. In one fell swoop of two ‘secular’ steps, he paved the way for the BJP’s 

revival. 

 Minuscule (adjective) – tiny, little, minute very small; paltry, insignificant, negligible, inconsiderable. 

E.g. The world Bank statistics indicate that India had 255 researchers per million people in 2017 – a 

minuscule fraction for its size and population, in contrast to 8,342 per million in Israel, 7,587 in 

Sweden and 7,498 in South Korea. Compared to 111 in the U.S. and 423 in China, India has only 15 

researchers per 1,00,000 population. 

 Pull up (phrasal verb) – reprimand, rebuke, scold, chastise, castigate, criticize, reprove, reproach, 

censure, take to task, admonish, lambast. Berate.  

E.g. On April 27, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee publicly pulled up senior police 

officers and asked why the State should suffer a loss of face because of their negligence. However, it 

is not only negligence. It is an open secret that the ruling party at the local level controls the police. 

At present one of the most difficult and immediate tasks ahead for Ms. Banerjee is to restore the 

reputation of her police force, which has taken a major battering over the past year.  

 Flutter (noun) – a state of sensation; a state of excitement; a state of interest; a state of confusion; 

a state of agitation, a state of panic; a state of nervousness. 

E.g. Elon Musk joins a long line of wealthy tycoons who have bought media outlets. Mr. Musk, the 

world’s richest man, has business interests that include electric vehicles and space transportation, 

with companies valued much higher than Twitter. But it perhaps says something about Twitter, the 

Internet “town square” as he describes it, that his bid has caused such a flutter globally.  

 Cogent (adjective) – valid, clear, logical, (well) reasoned, rational, reasonable, lucid, coherent, 

relevant, convincing.  
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E.g. The use of a loudspeaker from a mosque is not a fundamental right, the Allahabad High Court 

has said. “The law has now been settled that use of a loudspeaker from a mosque is not a 

fundamental right. Even otherwise, a cogent reason has been assigned in the impugned (disputed/ 

challenged) order,” said a Division Dench on May 4.  

 Candour (noun) – frankness, openness, honesty, candidness, truthfulness, sincerity, forthrightness, 

directness, lack of restraint, straightforwardness, plain-spokenness, bluntness, outspokenness.  

E.g. The norms that define neutrality are: independence of thought and action; honest and objective 

(neutral) advice; candour and, ‘‘Speaking truth to power’’ even if it is done in the privacy of a 

Minister’s chamber. Associated with these norms are the personal values that a civil servant 

cherishes or ought to cherish, namely, self-respect, integrity, professional pride and dignity. All 

these together contribute to the enhancement of the quality of administration that benefits society 

and the people.  

 Concomitant (adjective) – accompanying, associated, attendant, related, connected, linked, 

resultant, consequent. 

E.g. Since March 2020, central banks globally did everything they could to support growth. As 

central bank balance sheets expanded, interest rates dropped with a view to supporting growth via 

financial conditions that were made ultra-easy. However, the concomitant side effect of COVID-19 

was also the supply shocks across the globe, which started to feed inflationary pressures.  

 Bog down (phrasal verb) – cause to become stuck in so that no progress is made; to prevent 

someone/something from making progress is made; to prevent someone/something from making 

progress; mire, stall, hinder, obstruct, impede, thwart, inhibit, stop (someone/something from 

moving on). 

E.g. “It was a lone man’s struggle for justice. It would not have been possible had my mother not 

stood by me all through my testing times. It was not just my suffering in prison for 31 long years my 

mother and other family members also suffered equally. I have had several setbacks in these years. 

On many occasions, freedom seemed to be at the doorstep but the case would get dismissed. But I 

was never bogged down by failures. I gathered courage and started from scratch again,” Mr. 

Perariyalan, one of the convicts in the Rajib Gandhi assassination case who was set at liberty by the 

Supreme Court, told The Hindu. 

 Carte blanche (noun) – complete freedom to do whatever one wishes to do; a free hand, full 

discretionary power, leeway, latitude, elbow room; French phrase, literally means ‘blank paper’ 
except for a signature on which one is authorized to write whatever she/he wishes.  

E.g. Recently, UGC Chairman Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar stated that the New Education Policy (NEP) 

“emphasizes better collaboration with industries. The experts need to have demonstrated 

experience in a given domain.” On the face of it, this appears well-intentioned. However, it also 

raises an important question. What is the main problem that the UGC is trying to solve? Is it carte 

blanche to do away with PhDs to meet the shortfall? Are we going to treat PhDs and other 

professors as equals? If so, it should not be. It is a treacherous(risky) path laden(filled) with umpteen 

(a log of ) challenges. 

 Shambolic (adjective) – inefficient, unsystematic, unmethodical, chaotic, disorganized, muddled, 

confused, haphazard.  
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E.g. Julian Assange was anything but an ordinary journalist. His deep understanding of computers 

and how they could be hacked singled him out from the professionally shambolic arts graduates 

who normally rise to eminence in newspapers. The ultimate creature of the internet age, in 2006 he 

helped found WikiLeaks, an organization that specializes in obtaining and releasing classified or 

secret documents, infuriating (irritating) governments and corporations around the world. 

 Sui generis (adjective) – unique, distinctive, individual, special, especial, one-off, peculiar, quirky, 

eccentric; Latin, literally ‘of its own kind’.  
E.g. On one thing we can all agree, though, is that Musk is sui generis. What then about another 

insanely rich guy-also obsessed with space exploration – Jeff Bezos, the Amazon founder? 

 Suburabia (noun) – the suburbs of a city and the people who live there collectively.  

E.g. Australia’s Prime Minister-elect Anthony Albanese is a politician moulded by his humble start to 

life as the only child of a single mother who raised him on a pension in gritty inner-Sydney suburbia. 

“Every parent wants more for the next generation than they had. My mother dreamt of a better life 

for me. And I hope that my journey in life inspires Australians to reach for the stars,” he added.  

 Beachhead (noun) – the (military/business) strategy of winning a small (border/market) area that 

becomes a stronghold, and from which you can move forward to the rest of the territory/market. 

E.g. On the positive side, India is seen around the world as an important country and an emerging 

higher education power. It is the world’s second-largest “exporter” of students, with 4,61,792 

students studying abroad (according to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics). And India has the 

world’s second-largest higher education system. Foreign countries and universities will be eager to 

establish a “beachhead” in India and are interested in providing opportunities for home campus 

students to learn about Indian business, society, and culture to participate in growing trade and 

other relations.  

 Ossify (verb) – become rigid, become fixed, solidify, firm (up) in attitude or position.  

E.g. Independent public opinion surveys in China, particularly those that shed light on how the 

Chinese public views the world, are few and far between. In China, surveying the views of the public 

can be a sensitive task. Clearly, the survey responses closely mirrored China’s diplomatic priorities. 

There are two important caveats here. For one, respondents may have been reluctant to publicly 

acknowledge affinity for a country that is in the crosshairs of Chinese state media. Secondly, these 

perceptions are not ossified.  

 Preternatural (adjective) – extraordinary, out of the ordinary, exceptional, especial, outstanding, 

remarkable, phenomenal, unprecedented, unusual, uncommon, peculiar, rate. 

E.g. Taking a cue from Dinesh Karthik’s age-defying performance, corporate can build flesh-blood 

narratives to deal with this issue at the ripe, old cricketing age of 36, Dinesh Karthik (DK) has 

thrashed open the door to the Indian national team, on the strength of almost-preternatural 

exploits (daring feat/adventure) as “finisher” for Royal Challengers Bangalore in IPL 2022.  

 Prodigy (noun) – an extraordinarily talented child; child genius, wonder child, mastermind, virtuoso, 

whizz-kid, wunderkind.  

E.g. India’s 16-year-old Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa jumped into the world elite this week when 

the Tamil Nadu teenager reached the final of the online $150,000 Chessable Masters by bold 

attacking play. It was the latest and most significant success yet for the former prodigy, who became 
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the youngest ever international master at 11 and narrowly missed the youngest grandmaster title at 

12.  

 Paramount (adjective) – describing something that is of chief concern or top importance; most 

important, of greatest importance.  

E.g. Multiple studies show that adolescence (teenage/young period) is a nutritionally demanding 

phase of life. Susceptibility of adolescent (teenage/young) girls to anaemia is 40% compared to boys 

at 18%. Ensuring appropriate nutrition for adolescent girls is also paramount considering the inter-

generational impact it has on combating malnutrition. Adolescence is the window of opportunity 

where practices of dietary diversity can be built to correct nutritional deficiencies and replenish 

(restore/recharge/refill) the body with much-needed nutrients, especially for girls. 

 Intermittent (adjective) – not occurring continuously; sporadic, irregular, discontinuous, not 

continuous, random, patchy, occasional, periodic, cyclic, recurrent, recurring, on-and-off. 

E.g. The intermittent nature of renewable energy, especially wind, leads to grid instability. Green 

hydrogen can be stored for long periods of time. The stored hydrogen can be stored for long periods 

of time. The stored hydrogen can be used to produce electricity using fuel cells. In a fuel cell, a 

device that converts the energy of a chemical into electricity, vapour. Hydrogen, thus, can act as an 

energy storage device and contribute to grid stability. 

 Assail (verb) – criticize, censure, attack, condemn, castigate, chastise, berate, lambast, lash, find 

fault with.  

E.g. The recommendation of Mandal Commission (1980) to provide 27% reservation to Other 

Backward Classes in central services and public sector undertakings, over and above the existing 

22.5% reservation for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, was sought to be implemented by the 

V.P. Singh Government in 1990 and the same was assailed in the Supreme Court resulting in the 

Historic Indra Swhney Judgment (1992). In the judgment, a nine-judge bench presided by Chief 

Justice M. H. Kania upheld the constitutionality of the 27% reservation but put a ceiling of 50% 

unless exceptional circumstances warranting the breach, so that the constitutionally guaranteed 

right to equality under Article 14 would remain secure.   

 Perennial (adjective) – continuing, unending, never-ending, endless, ceaseless, lasting, everlasting, 

persisting, permanent, constant, continual, unchanging, never-changing. 

E.g. Nevertheless, international environmental action is in clear need of reinvigoration (restoration). 

Hopes this might happen were raised after the Glassgow Cop26 meeting. Omicron, the fuel crisis 

and the Ukraine war put paid to those notions, however. It is a perennial problem. Each year, the 

world’s attention is deflected by economic crashes, wars and pandemics, while drip by drip 

irreversible ecological damage continues. A few species disappear, ice-caps melt a bit more, the sea 

level continues to rise. Rio and Stockholm raised the alarm about the incremental crisis that we face. 

By remembering that warning, we can, even at this late state, avert the worst impacts of the global 

catastrophe that looms in front of us.  

 Leave someone in the lurch (phrase) – to abandon or leave someone (without help and protection) 

in a difficult situation; leave helpless, leave stranded, leave in trouble, let down.  

E.g. Amid the possibility of a power crisis due to a shortage of coal, the Indian Railways has cancelled 

around 42 passenger trains so far to ensure a faster delivery to and from coal-producing regions of 
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Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand. Even though the Railways has said that this is 

an ‘interim measure’ and cancellations have mostly taken place in non-priority sectors and less busy 

routes, many passengers have been left in the lurch ahead of the upcoming summer holiday season.   

 Penny wise and pound foolish (phrase) – careful about small things but not about large matters.  

E.g. As the PM said, the Centre and States need to coordinate better to spur the economy amid 

global tumult (disorder). Singling out a few States to deflect attention from the Centre’s excessive 

reliance on fuel takes is not the right approach to attain such harmony. Most of all, as high inflation 

will debilitate the recovery’s momentum, shirking corrective action to bolster its revenue kitty 

would be a case of being penny wise and pound foolish. 

 In one fell swoop (phase) – if you do something at/in one fell swoop, you do it all at once; together, 

at the same time, in one go, with one move, outright. 

E.g. Let us go to the year 1984; the BJP’s two out of 543 seats in the Lok Sabha versus the Congress’s 

Rajiv Gandhi and its 414 seats, which remains unbeaten. It was hard for any political party to rise 

from the ashes of these dimensions. However, the BJP did so, with great help from the woolly 

‘secularism’ of Rajiv Gandhi. In one fell swoop of two ‘secular’ steps, he paved the way for the BJP’s 

revival.  

 Anyone’s/anybody’s guess (phrase) – something that is very difficult to determine; it is not possible 

to know something; very difficult to predict.  

E.g. As most of the country’s scientific research is being conducted by government laboratories and 

a few premier institutes, this new forum(National Research Foundation (NRF)) was thought to be a 

game-changer. But it is anybody’s guess why the current-year budget was eloquently silent on this 

initiative of the last financial year, which is yet to be approved by the Cabinet. Such a lack of 

continuity in government policy towards science funding is a huge deterrent to achieving the fullest 

potential in scientific research in India.   

 Take a battering (phrase) – to do poorly, to suffer very badly; to receive severe criticism/verbal 

attack for doing something badly; to be defeated completely. 

E.g. On April 27, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee publicly pulled up senior police 

officers and asked why the State should suffer a loss of face because of their negligence. However, it 

is not only negligence. It is an open secret that the ruling party at the local level controls the police. 

At present one of the most difficult and immediate tasks ahead for Ms. Banerjee is to restore the 

reputation of her police force, which has taken a major battering over the past year.  

 Lock, stock and barrel (phrase) – completed; everything, the whole thing.  

E.g. The biggest attrition (weakening) in soft power diplomacy has come from the big global powers 

themselves. Sanctions by the U.S. and the European Union in retaliation to Russia’s actions point to 

a growing weaponisation of economic measures. The U.S.’s withdrawal from Afghanistan lock stock 

and barrel, in spite of the Taliban takeover, indicates an acknowledgement that any attempt at 

‘winning hearts and minds’ had failed.   

 Not mince one’s words (phrase) – to say something directly and openly despite the fact that it may 

hurt someone; talk frankly, call a spade a spade, talk straight, not beat about the bush, pull no 

punches, get to the point.  
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E.g. In 1947, at a similar moment when hate speeches against Muslims engulfed public discourse, 

Gandhi had not minced his words. He spoke urgently and repeatedly of communal harmony, 

friendship, and love, in countless prayer meetings, speeches and articles. A man of action and not 

mere words, the Mahatma visited riot-tom neighbourhoods, destroyed mosques, and refugee 

camps, conversed with locals and sought out ‘all party’ agreements to keep the peace in 1947. 

 Out of harm’s way (phrase) – protected from danger, in a safe place, in safe hands, sheltered, 

shielded, guarded, safe.  

E.g. For civil servants who work with ruling politicians directly, following a political master’s diktats 

(orders) and identifying with his interests, anticipating his views in official work and acting on them 

and pandering to (fulfilling/satisfying) his narrow political interests, often become easy options that 

put them out of harm’s way.   

 Walk/balance on a tightrope (phrase) – deal with a difficult situation in which a very small error 

could have very bad outcomes.  

E.g. It is important to understand the context in which most central banks have behaved the way 

they have these past two years. It’s been a tightrope walk between growth and inflation. We have 

been going through an ‘abnormal’ period that started with the onset of COVID-19, followed by the 

Russian –Ukraine conflict.  

 Start from (the) scratch (phrase) – to start doing something again from the very beginning, 

especially without using/relying on anything that previously exists. 

E.g. “It was a lone man’s struggle for justice. It would not have been possible had my mother not 

stood by me all through my testing times. It was not just my suffering in prison for 31 long years. My 

mother and other family members also suffered equally. I have had several setbacks in these years. 

On many occasions, freedom seemed to be at the doorstep but the case would get dismissed. But I 

was never bogged down by failures. I gathered courage and started from scratch again,” Mr. 

Perarivalan, one of the convicts in the Rajib Gandhi assassination case who was set at liberty by the 

Supreme Court, told The Hindu. 

 On the face of it (phase) – apparently, seemingly, outwardly, ostensibly, at first glance, it seems 

(that), it appears (that), at face value, to go by appearances, by all accounts.  

E.g. Recently, UGC Chairman Mamidla Jagadesh Kumar stated that the New Education Policy (NEP) 

“emphasizes better collaboration with industries. The experts need to have demonstrated 

experience in a given domain.” On the face of it, this appears well-intentioned. However, it also 

raises an important question. What is the main problem that the UGC is trying to solve? Is it carte 

blanche to do away with PhDs to meet the shortfall? Are we going to treat PhDs and other 

professors as equals? If so, it should not be. It is a treacherous (risky) path Iaden (filled) with 

umpteen (a lot of) challenges. 

 Anything but (phrase) – not at all (this phrase is mostly used to give emphasis to your opinion on 

something). 

E.g. Julian Assange was anything but an ordinary journalist. His deep understanding of computers 

and how they could be hacked singled him out from the professionally shambolic arts graduates 

who normally rise to eminence in newspapers. The ultimate creature of the internet age, in 2006 he 
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helped found WikiLeaks, an organization that specialises in obtaining and releasing classified or 

secret documents, infuriating (irritating) governments and corporations around the world. 

 Hold someone’s feet to the fire (phrase) – put pressure on someone to do something, to hold 

someone accountable, to force someone to obey/follow something. 

E.g. No, but there is a scenario where one could be negotiated. If Musk were to walk away Twitter 

would probably hold his feet to the fire, suing him in Delaware under the terms of the deal. As the 

litigation rolls on both parties could seek to negotiate a new price. However, in a strictly legal sense, 

Musk’s hand is not strong.  

 Reach for the stars (phrase) – to set one’s goals very high; to have one’s ambitions very high; to try 

to achieve very difficult goals; to try to attain very difficult ambitions.  

E.g. Australia’s Prime Minister-elect Anthony Albanese is a politician moulded by his humble start to 

life as the only child of a single mother who raised him on a pension in gritty inner-Sydney suburbia. 

“Every parent wants more for the next generation than they had. My mother dreamt of a better life 

for me. And I hope that my journey in life inspires Australians to reach for the stars,” he added.  

 On the cusp of (phrase) – a (turning) point where something will change or transform from one 

state/condition to another; cusp means a point, verge, brink. 

E.g. India, after half a century of keeping its higher education doors closed to foreigners, is on the 

cusp of opening itself to the world. The traditional orientation to swadeshi that has characterized 

much of Indian thinking, at least in higher education, is changing. The wide-ranking National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 promises higher education reforms in many areas, and 

internationalization is prominent among them.    

 Few and far between (phrase) – rate, infrequent, occasional, sporadic; scarce, meagre, scanty, 

insufficient. 

E.g. Independent public opinion surveys in China, particularly those that shed light on how the 

Chinese public views the world, are few and far between. In China, surveying the views of the public 

can be a sensitive task. Clearly, the survey responses closely mirrored China’s diplomatic priorities. 

There are two important caveats here. For one, respondents may have been reluctant to publicly 

acknowledge affinity for a country that is in the crosshairs of Chinese state media. Secondly, these 

perceptions are not ossified.  

 Take one’s cue from (phrase) – follow the advice of someone, be highly influenced by someone; 

follow, imitate, copy, mimic.  

E.g. Taking a cue from Dinesh Karthik’s age-defying performance, corporate can build flesh-blood 

narratives to deal with this issue at the ripe, old cricketing age of 36, Dinesh Karthik (DK) has 

thrashed open the door to the Indian national team, on the strength of almost-preternatural 

exploits (daring feat/adventure) as “finisher” for Royal Challengers Bangalore in IPL 2022. 

 Take something with a pinch/grain of salt (phrase) – disbelieve, distrust, doubt, be wary of, be 

suspicious of, have no confidence/faith in. 

E.g. The uncertainties in the global economic environment, significantly driven by Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine and the resultant sanctions on Russia by the West, along with Sri Lanka’s ongoing 

struggles to stay afloat amidst a deepening crisis, have all been believed to have created export 
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opportunities for countries such as India. However, this well-celebrated export spike needs to be 

viewed with a pinch of salt.  

  Window of opportunity (phrase) – a short time in which one has a chance to do/achieve 

something, chance, lucky chance, good time, golden opportunity, suitable time/moment, opportune 

occasion.  

E.g. Multiple studies show that adolescence (teenage/young period) is a nutritionally demanding 

phase of life. Susceptibility of adolescent (teenage/young) girls to anaemia is 40% compared to boys 

at 18%. Ensuring appropriate nutrition for adolescent girls is also paramount considering the inter-

generational impact it has on combating malnutrition. Adolescence is the window of opportunity 

where practices of dietary diversity can be built to correct nutritional deficiencies and replenish 

(restore/recharge/refill) the body with much-needed nutrients, especially for girls. 

 Spare no effect (phrase) – to do everything one can possibly do to achieve something; try to make 

every effort, do one’s best, do all one can, do one’s utmost, give one’s all, toil, strive, exert oneself. 

E.g. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday, in his home state of Gujarat, said that in his eight 

years as the Prime Minister, he spared no effort to serve the people of the country. The PM also 

underscored that during the eight years’ reign, he also had not done anything nor allowed anyone to 

do anything which would make the people of the State hang their heads in shame.  

 Over and above (phrase) – in addition to, on top, over and beyond, plus, as well as, besides, along 

with. 

E.g. The recommendation of Mandal Commission (1980) to provide 27% reservation to Other 

backward Classes in central services and public sector undertakings, over and above the existing 

22.5% reservation for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, was sought to be implemented by the 

V.P. Singh Government in 1990 and the same was assailed in the Supreme Court resulting in the 

historic Indra Sawhne Judgment (1992). In the judgment, a nine-judge bench presided by Chief 

Justice M.H. Kania upheld the constitutionality of the 27% re3servation but put a ceiling of 50% 

unless exceptional circumstances warranting the breach, so that the constitutionally guaranteed 

right to equality under Article 14 would remain secure.  

 Put paid to (phrase) – to end, finish or destroy something abruptly; bring an end to something, 

finish off, stop, check, block, prevent, impede, obstruct, hinder, hamper, stymie. 

E.g. nevertheless, international environmental action is in clear need of reinvigoration (restoration). 

Hopes this might happen were raised after the Glasgow Cop26 meeting. Omicron, the fuel crisis and 

the Ukraine war put paid to those notions, however. It is a perennial problem. Each year, the 

world’s attention is deflected by economic crashes, wars and pandemics, while drip by drip 

irreversible ecological damage continues. A few species disappear, ice-caps melt a bit more, the sea 

level continues to rise. Rio and Stockholm raised the alarm about the incremental crisis that we face. 

BY remembering that warning, we can, even at this late stage, avert the worst impacts of the global 

catastrophe that looms in front of us.  
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